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CLASSIC BIKE TT By Mat Oxley

Pictures:

NEW YORKER Dave Roper rode into history in
the first Classic Bike Historic TT to become the
first ever American to win a TT race.

The 34-year-old unemployed maintenance engineer
took his Team Obsolete G50 Matchless to a start to
finish victory taking the flag 28 seconds ahead of Ian

Lougher on another G50

In a race that had the TT
crowd lapping up the
sounds of yesteryear,
Roper nearly didn’t
make it past the first
corner.

Clutch slip away from the
line  unsettled the
American and after a
close call at Quarter
Bridge he nearly drop-
ped it at Braddan and
then again in Union
Mills.

But once back in the groove
he soon took the lead on

the road and was never
headed.

Battle
Irishman Steve Cull rode a
brilliant race to win the 350
class and take his first TT
victory. Despite a persis-
tent misfire, Cull still
finished third overall after
a tremendous dice with

third 500 finisher Geoff

Johnson.

At the end of lap one Roper
was a comfortable 15 sec-
onds ahead of John Cron-
shaw and Sammy McCle-
ments who were holding
joint second place. The
expected challenge from
practice  leader Dave
Hughes never material-
ised. Starting last Hughes
just had too much work to
do through slower traffic
and never made it above
fourth place. He finally ran
out of petrol on the last
lap.

Ian Lougher completed a
fine but uneventful ride
but third place 500 man
Geoff Johnson got into
trouble when his visor mis-
ted up when the rain came
down on the second lap.

After starting first alongside
Cull, Johnson was locked

_in battle on his Manx Nor-
ton with Cull for half the
race before the Irishman’s
faster Syd Lawton 350
Aermacchi proved too
much.

Aermacchis dominated the

350 class, taking the first
five places with Jimmy
Millar making it an Irish
one-two in~ second place
just six seconds behind
Cull and Paul Barrett in
third. Millar and his faith-
ful 350 have now com-
pleted seven years of rac-
ing together in the Island.

Fourth home in the 500s was
Ray Knight aboard the

Cecil Bailey and Malcolm nmq_m:n

NOT
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Historic TT — three laps 113.2 miles

14 R Niven (Aermacch
15 B Hill (Aermacchi) .

22 19.2 8250 11 G McCaw (Velocette
22 304 82.31 12 FRutter (Aermacchi
26 41.6 78.32 13 BRodi (BSA)............
17 CWalton (Aermacchi)...........cccewee.. 127 244 77.69

20 J Scaysbrook (AJS).
350cc 21 P Bosman (250 Aermacchi)
hms mph 22 AE (Norton) |
23 L Devilin (Aermacchi)........................ 16.2 |
1 S Cull (Aer ") 112 02.6 94.26 Fastest lap: Millar 23m 45.4s — 95.28mph, lap t
2 J Millar (Aer hi) 112 08.6 94.13
3 P Barrett (Aermacchi) 114302 91.15 500cc
4 A Catheart {Aermacchi) ..........cccco.... 115 30.6 89.94 1 pRoper | ) 110 39.6
5 J Stephens (Norton) 116 42.2 88.58 2 |Lougher (Matchless) 111 18.2
The above receive silver replicas 3 G Joh (Norton) 112 126
6 RRosbury (Honda) ...1 18 07.4 86.93 The above receive silver replicas
7 S McDiarmid (250 Suzul -1 19 144 85.70 4 RKnight (THUMP) ..covvorvrrreerrrenenees 116 55.6
8 R Fitzsi (250 S 120 42.0 84.15 g Ky d (Norton) 117 162
The above receive bronze replicas 6 N Jefferies (NOTtON) ............cocvereseene 118 04.0
9 J Curry (180 Honda .120 50.0 84.01 7 JHurk (Norton) 119 40.2
10 J Kiddie (Honda).... 121 01.2 83.82 g JjRaybould (BSA) 1 19 50.6
11 V Duckett (Aermacch .121 19.2 8351 The above receive bronze replicas
12 E Crooks {250 Suzuki -121 242 8347 g jFindlay (NOTON) ......coonrerereenecsnneee 122 434
13 N Watts (182 Hond. .121 39.2 83.17 10 AD: gdale (Matchless)
" |
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Fastest lap: Roper 23m 17.2s — cmuu._au? lap '

OBSOLETE

same 500 Triumph he took
to victory in the 1968 pro-
duction race. Knight had
hoped to beat that race
winning average of
90.09mph but the rain
stopped him. “I didn’t get
to be this old by going fast
in the wet,” he said after
the race.

Despite some meticulously

prepared machinery the
retirement rate was high.

Flagged

Richard Cutts, second on the
practice leaderboard, went
out at Ballaugh on the first
lap while John Cronshaw

crashed at Creg-ny-Baa on
lap two while holding sec-
ond. Sammy McLements
took over in second but
stopped at Ramsey with
engine problems on lap
three.

First 250 Mac McDiarmid,
on his Suzuki Super Six,
was black flagged at Ram-
sey on lap two with a loose
silencer. He tore the
offending article off the
bike and despite three sei-
zures on the Mountain
made it home in 13th place
overall.

Despite the troubles the race
was marked by tremend-
ous enthusiasm both from
the crowd, who waved the
survivors on throughout
the last lap, and the riders
who battled round bravely
on their oldies.

As Dave Roper said: “It was
really enjoyable out there
— I really had a ball.”

Irishman Steve Cull at Signpost on the very rapid but misfiring Syd Lawton
Aermacchi. Cull rode brilliantly to finish third overall and beat Geoff Johnson i
superb on-the-roads battle.



